Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


PAGE 01 STATE 176051 
14 

ORIGIN EA-03 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /004 R 
66011 

DRAFTED BY:EA/VLC:MHENDERSON:JY 
APPROVED BY :EA/VLC: JDROSENTHAL 
EA/TB:RGIBSON 

045811 

R 170120Z JUL76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 176051 

FOL RPT STATE 176051 ACTION VIENTIANE IUL 15 

QUOTE: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 176051 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SNAR, LA, US 

SUB J : U.S. DRUG COMPANY INTERESTED IN LAO OPIUM 

1 . IOHN EVERINGHAM ARTICLE ON LAOS IN JULY 2 ISSUE OF FAR 
EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW ALLEGES "A MAJOR U.S. DRUG COMPANY, 
WHICH CLAIMS TO BE THE WORLD S LARGEST PURCHASER OF OPIUM 
FOR MEDICAL REFINEMENT (MALLINCKROOT?), SENT A REPRESENTA- 
TIVE TO VIENTIANE IN MAY. THE SUPPLY OF OPIUM, CHEAP AND 
PLENTIFUL ELECTRICITY AND INEXPENSIVE LABOR, SUGGESTED 

TO THE VISITING AMERICAN THE RPOFITABILITY OF APOSSIBLE 
JOINT VENTURE WITH THE LAO GOVERNMENT TO REFINE LOCAL 
OPIUM INTO MEDICAL GRADE MORPHINE." 

2. REQUEST ANY LIGHT EMBASSY CAN SHED ON ARTICLE'S 
ALLEGATIONS. KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE KISSSINGER 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 15 SEP 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OPIUM, PRESS COMMENTS, BUSINESS FIRMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE1 76051 
Document Source: ADS 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: 

Enclosure: n/a 
Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D760276-0149 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976071 09/baaaepjb.tel 

Line Count: 46 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 JUN 2004 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <21 SEP 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: U.S. DRUG COMPANY INTERESTED IN LAO OPIUM 
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